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Good Company, Good Party

The 2nd  Easyeigo school party turned out to be better 
than the 1st.     It  was a  full  house,  with 12 students and 
myself, but we all had an excellent night.

After most of the students had left, those of us who live 
in or near Ryogoku went to Karaoke.   I went home at 3 
o'clock, but my students stayed until 5 o'clock.   Oh my 
God!!!  I'm getting too old for this.

Easyeigo parties are for speaking English freely with 
me and other   students,   and  if  we have space,  you  can 
bring a friend too.   Usually Japanese people are a little 
reluctant to practice English with other Japanese.  But I've 
been very happy to find that is not so at Easyeigo parties.

When students drink alcohol,   their English improves. 
But, when I drink alcohol, my English worsens. (>.<)

Somehow,   my   camera   managed   to   paint   beards   and 
moustaches on this photo.   Sorry about that.   Maybe my 
computer has a virus.  HAHAHAHA!

The Next Awesome Party
Because not every student can come to a  party on a 

Friday night, we will have an extra party on:

Saturday the 29th of September

We will start around 7:30pm, so if you would like to 
come, please reserve a seat by writing your name on the 
party list.

Like all Easyeigo parties, it is free to attend, but if you 
can,  please  bring  a   little  of  your  favourite  alcohol  and 
perhaps some snacks too.

See you there!

I'm Fine.  And you?
When I speak to a Japanese and say “How are you?”, 

the answer is almost guaranteed to be “I'm fine, and you?”
Among foreigners in Japan, this is a very famous story. 

Even if a Japanese person had blood coming out of their 
eyeballs,   I   imagine   they  would   still   probably   say   “I'm 
fine, and you?”  hahahaha.

When   someone   asks   this   question,  please   use   a 
different phrase.  Or tell them the truth.

For example.
Q:   How are you feeling?
A:  Not so good.
   or Great!
   or I'm a little hungry.
   or I have a headache today.
   or I'm sleepy.
To use the same phrase again and again in English, is 

considered  insincere.     So,   you   should   find   new 
vocabulary to express common feelings.

For example, instead of saying “delicious”, what other 
phrases or words can you use?
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Student Essay ­ “In Turkey”
Etsuko Kagi

It was a sunny day in Turkey.   We were on our way to a 
tourist  attraction in  the countryside.    There was a recorder 
seller and a water seller wearing old Turkish costumes.   It 
was a peaceful landscape.

On the right, there was a fence and there were many trees 
behind the fence.  We were walking casually along the fence, 
but I couldn't see inside because of the many trees.

I found a notice on the fence which was written in Turkish,  
so I couldn't understand.   But I thought it was a dangerous 
area like a power substation or something, so the notice was 
telling us to keep out.

On the notice there was an angry­faced illustration which 
meant   prohibition.     The   illustration   was   very   simple   and 
plain.   I was very pleased with it, so I took a photo of the 
illustration.

Suddenly, soldiers who were working near the fence with 
shovels, sprinted toward me shouting “No photo! No photo!”

I was surprised and knew it was a military facility.  I was 
upset.

Although I apologized to them, I thought I would be forced 
to   give   them   the   photo­film   from   my   camera.     But   they 
looked me over and knew that i was not a spy.

They forgave me and didn't take my film.  I was ordered to 
move along.   Perhaps they thought I would disappear from 
their sight at once.

At   that   time,   I   realized   keenly   that   military   countries 
existed in the world.
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An Email from my Cousin
This week I received an email from my cousin, who I 

haven't  met   for  perhaps over 15 years.     It  has a   lot  of 
natural   phrases   and   some   slang   which   you   might   find 
interesting.

Long time no see, hear eh?
 
Tash told me about your blog so I thought I would check it 

out.  Quite an entertaining read though you were always an 
entertaining chap, from what I remember growing up!
As you can see, am still in London - 2 years on.  God 

knows when I will return to the homeland.  Having the worst 
'Summer'  ever  this  year  -  rain,  flooding  and  cold 
temperatures...Certainly makes you think, WHY?
 
Anyway, thought I would give you a blast from the past and 

say a big hello from the other side of the world!  Trying to 
make the effort to stay in touch with more family and all!
 
Hope your keeping well mate,
 
X
 
Kind regards,
 
Troy

Could you understand it easily?   It's a little difficult I 
think.    But  this   is  a very common style of writing and 
speaking.

Troy my cousin
Tash Troy's sister (Natasha)
Long time no see
Long time no hear
eh?  ね？ (pronounced “ay?”)
blog a diary on the Internet
check it out look, see, investigate
a read a written story (noun)
chap man, guy

God knows “I don't know”, “Only God knows”
A blast from the past something from a long time ago  

which is a surprise or nostalgic.

Did you notice that Troy often drops the subject from 
his sentences?  (you, I, we, it, they, etc)

For example:
Having the worst 'Summer' ever this year should be
We are having the worst “Summer” ever this year.

As you can see, am still in London. should be
As you can see, I am still in London.

But  native   speakers  often  use   this  abbreviated   form, 
especially in quick communication, like email.
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英語教室

essay competition
Due Date: September 30, 2007

Topic: set by class level but open for 

interpretation

Length: no restrictions

Format: handwritten

Judged on: neat writing

correct spelling

use of paragraphs

structure of story

student's class level

Prize: Grammar Workbook + CD

value: 4000 yen

Cla ss     Es sa y T it le

Beginner:     My Japan

Pre-Intermediate:     True Happiness

Intermediate:     When I Was a Youth

Upper-Intermediate:    Our Changing World
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Student Essay
“The Fulfilment of Volunteering”

Etsuko Kagi
About   ten   years   ago,   I   happened   to   join   a   lecture   of 

volunteering for citizens  in my city.    After the lecture, we 
could try some volunteering activities which were arranged 
by the city.

I   visited   a   rehabilitation   facility   for   intellectually 
handicapped people.  It was the first time for me to meet such 
people and I was surprised that one elderly lady was innocent 
like a child.  Her smile filled me with happiness.

I   developed   an   interest   in   intellectually   handicapped 
people, so I began volunteering.  Most of them think and act 
simply.  Their behaviour reminds me of my behaviour when I  
was a child.

When I keep company with them, I don't need tactics.,  It's 
cozy and comfortable.     I'm sometimes surprised with  their 
abilities, as some people are good painters, and other people 
have a good memory.  They are quite engaging.

Although I don't know why, I'm given vigour from them, 
and   almost   all   my   volunteering   mates   agree   with   me. 
Volunteering refreshes me, and if you are wondering about 
the truth of my words, why don't you join us?


